Welcome, to Mrs. Ricks’s Classes!

My name is Linda Ricks and I am the Director of the Media Center, LMS, T.V. Studio Teacher, 5th grade Library Media Teacher and 8th grade Media Production Teacher at the Haddam-Killingworth Middle School.  This is my 20th year of teaching.  I graduated from Southern Connecticut State University with a Master’s Degree in Library Science and earned my second Master’s Degree in Education specializing in Reading instruction from Walden University. Prior to that, I graduated from Champlain College in Vermont with a Bachelor’s Degree in Professional Studies majoring in computer programming and earned an Associate’s Degree in Information Systems. 

Library Media and Media Production classes both support the belief that reading, technology and research are fundamental to a successful life of learning. Students will learn how to independently access, evaluate and use information and technology appropriately and safely. 

	Area
	Activities
	Percent of Grade

	Class Preparation
	Coming to class prepared
	10%

	Projects & Tests
	Projects & Tests
	45%

	Class Participation
	Individual and group work
	45%


Grading Policy: The table below is a sample of the activities that will make up your grade; each activity is explained in more detail after the table. All work is expected to be your own best work. Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form. You will receive a “50” for anything plagiarized.   Having good note-taking skills and giving credit to all sources used is the best way to avoid plagiarizing. You can find an interactive citation maker on my library website. 
	A+     97 - 100

A       93 -  96.99

A-      90 - 92.99

B+     87 - 89.99

B       83 - 86.99

B-      80 - 82.99

C+     77 - 79.99
	C       73 - 76.99

C-     70 - 72.99

D+    67 - 69.99

D     63 -  66.99

D-    60 - 62.99

F      59.99 or less  


Percentages will be converted to a letter grade based on the chart to the left.

Class work: (45%) All projects are completed in class. Students will be graded on accordingly. 
Class Preparation: (10%) To be prepared for class students should come with all necessary materials for projects, such as, family photos, books, and any homework that is due. 
On the first day of class two homework assignments are given:

1.) Student and parent/guardian read and sign my Welcome Letter (extra copies may be printed from our class website). 
2.) Please bring in 30-60 family photos on a flash drive, SD card, DVD or upload them to your Office 365 account. Please check the classroom website to watch a movie demonstration of how to do this. Photos can include any family member, pets, friends, etc.
5th Grade Library Media 
8th Grade Media Production
Missed Classes: If you miss a class it is your responsibility to get and complete the assignment. If the assignment requires you to use software that you do not own or are unable to use from home, it is your responsibility to set up a time with me to catch.

Late Work: Extensions will be given to projects due to changes in schedules, school closings, illness, technical issues and other factors. There will be no reduction in grades when work is handed in during the extension timeframe. Any work handed in after the extension period will receive a 10% reduction for each day it is late. The lowest grade given is a 50.
Extra Credit: Points may be earned for doing work beyond what was requested of the class. This will be done at the teacher’s discretion. Extra credit work will not be used to replace projects not completed, but will be used to earn additional points after completing required work.

Tests & Projects:  Test will be given at different times throughout the semester. The format may include: multiple choice, short answer, and short essay.  Tests may also incorporate tasks or skills using computers and/or software.  Projects are done in the computer lab, both individual and group projects. Each project will be graded using a rubric, which is available online.  
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	                                      Library Media (5th Grade)

	Produces informative and graphically appealing multimedia projects

	Practices safe, ethical  and responsible use of information and technology

	Has the ability to locate and identify information from a variety of print and electronic sources, both primary and secondary.  

	Strives to complete quality work

	Uses time wisely

	Listens to and follows directions


	Media Production (8th Grade)

	Produces informative and graphically appealing multimedia projects

	Advocates and practices safe, ethical, legal and responsible use of information and technology

	Has the ability to locate, organize, analyze, investigate and synthesize information from a variety of print and electronic sources, both primary and secondary.  

	Strives  to complete quality work

	Uses time wisely

	Listens to and follows directions


Social Responsibility / Academic Responsibility: 

· Respect all people and things in the classroom

· Comes to class on time, prepared and puts forth your best effort
Library Media and Class Websites Online:
Media Center: http://lricks.rsd17.org/
5th Grade Library Media Class: http://lricks.rsd17.org/5th-grade.html 

8th Grade Media Production Class: http://lricks.rsd17.org/8th-grade.html
.

Alternate way #1 to our Library Media and Class Websites:
· Go to our district’s website http://www.rsd17.org
· Select Haddam-Killingworth Middle link from the top menu bar

· Select Library Media Center  link from the drop-down menu
· Links to both 5th and 8th grade classes are on the top right.
Alternate way #2 to our Library Media and Class Websites:

· Go to our district’s website http://www.rsd17.org
· Select Haddam-Killingworth Middle link from the top menu bar

· Select Staff & Faculty Directory link from the drop-down menu

· Select Online Classroom under my name, Linda Ricks, which will be under the AAFA (Applied Academic and Fine Arts) heading. 
· Links to both 5th and 8th grade classes are on the top right.
1st Homework Assignments is for you AND at least one parent or guardian to read this letter and then sign below. Please return it to me the next time you come to class for a class preparation grade. 
Please indicate the day (A or B) & Period you are in class with me.
(Example: 6A)
_____________________________   

(Student Signature)

_____________________________   

(Parent Signature)

_____________________________   

(Parent Signature)

Date:_________________________

Linda Ricks

Media Center Director, LMS.
8th Grade Media Production

5th Grade Library Media Teacher

TV Studio & AV Club Teacher
(860) 663-1241 extension 3003 
Email: LRicks@rsd17.org
Haddam-Killingworth Middle School (HKMS)

451 Route 81, Killingworth, CT 06419
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